New scholarship at UM honors Forest Service land manager by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
5-16-1995 
New scholarship at UM honors Forest Service land manager 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "New scholarship at UM honors Forest 
Service land manager" (1995). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 13694. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/13694 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
Ensuring a Tradition of Excellence
The University of Montana Foundation □  P.O. Box 7159, Missoula. Montana 59807-7159 □  406/243-2593 fax 406/243-4965
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
May 16, 1995
NEW SCHOLARSHIP AT UM HONORS FOREST SERVICE LAND MANAGER 
MISSOULA -
The federal lands manager who orchestrated a land exchange that protects forest areas north 
of Yellowstone National Park will lend his name to a new forestry scholarship at the University of 
Montana.
The scholarship recognizes Robert L. Dennee’s efforts in completing a complex series of 
land exchanges and purchases that placed almost 110,000 acres of private land into public 
ownership in the Upper Gallatin National Forest. As part of the acquisition process, the Forest 
Service, on behalf of the public, completed an exchange for 37,750 acres within the Gallatin Range 
Wilderness Study Area, and the purchase of almost 4,000 acres in the Gallatin Canyon area known 
as the Porcupine lands.
The Dennee scholarship was established at the UM Foundation with a $20,000 gift from the 
Bozeman-based Big Sky Lumber Co., which formed a partnership with the Forest Service, the 
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, the National Park Service and the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation to preserve the Porcupine lands.
Porcupine is considered critical habitat for several wildlife species, including elk that winter 
in Yellowstone Park and the native population of bighorn sheep. It also includes some of the best 
moose habitat in Montana and is an important area for grizzly bear recovery efforts.
The scholarship, to be awarded for the first time in 1996, will provide an annual award for
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either graduate or undergraduate forestry students.
The UM School of Forestry has a strong commitment to conserve and protect critical 
wildlands and wildlife habitat as well as to provide resources for the wood products industry. 
Forestry Dean Perry Brown welcomed the scholarship honoring Dennee, who shares the school’s 
commitment to cooperation among organizations concerned about land conservation and long-term 
use of public lands.
The principals of Big Sky Lumber Co. are Tim Blixseth, Mel McDougal, Norman 
McDougal and Chuck Holliman.
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